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The Problem
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Federal
 PFAS Taskforce
 No national regulatory 

body
 National Environmental 

Management Plan

State/Territory
 EPAs 
 State/Territory 

regulations

Regulatory Environment
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The Australian Department of 
Defence has commenced 
environmental investigations at 
27 locations around the 
country.

Investigation Sites Management Sites

The purpose of the program is 
to:
 identify the nature and 

extent of PFAS on and 
around Defence properties.

 research and implement 
remediation and 
management activities to 
reduce the impact of PFAS 
contamination.

Sum of Investigation Areas spanning 408 square miles
(Over 6000 times the size of M&T Bank Stadium)

+38,000 
Samples collected

78 Environmental 
Reports Published

123 Community 
Engagement Events 
conducted

528 Million 
Gallons of water 
treated to below 
L.O.R.

394 Town Water 
Connections completed 
and planned

87 Rainwater Tanks 
installed (32,000 
gal.)

33,500 US tons of PFAS 
impacted soil excavated.

13 14

Contracted 8 
Water Treatment 
Plants across the 
program.
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o Break pathways
On-Base Off-Base

o Contain waste

o Source removal

o Precautionary 
advice

o Return amenity

o Water Treatment



Managing community expectations

Immediate remediation Remediation will be a 
long process

Expectations Reality

All PFAS removed

Remediation should be 
targeted off-base

Breaking pathways & 
mitigating risk

Remediation targets 
on-base source areas
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National Initiatives:
Water Treatment Plants 
(Ground and Surface)

Source Area 
Excavation Soil 

Treatment

Ongoing 
Monitoring

Site-by-site Actions



Management Objective

Response Remediation
• Break exposure pathways
• Precautionary Advice
• Alternative Drinking Water
• Source Area Identification 
• Stockpiling

• Proven methods of:
o Water and Soil 

Treatment
o Migration mitigation
o Source remediation



Chris Birrer 
First Assistant Secretary Infrastructure                  
Australian Department of Defence 

+61 457 568 860

Chris.Birrer@defence.gov.au

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/

(+15 Hours on EDT)

Discussion
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