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Climate Change:  
Challenging National Security Assumptions
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UN Reports: 
Now or Never

○ Likely to hit 1.5 degrees 
warming in early 2030s

○ Some climate impacts 
already irreversible
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UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2022
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Evolution of National Security Risk

5

1945 2001 2020
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9/11 Terrorist 
attacks, 
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“The Future Ain’t What it Used to Be”*

○ End of stationarity – more 
frequent & more intense hazards

○ Challenges to planning 
assumptions

○ Gap between institutions and 
reality

6*Often attributed to Yogi Berra, but also the title of a Meatloaf song 

Soldiers dig a trench around a burning tree trunk while supporting firefighting response efforts at 
the Dixie Fire in Plumas National Forest, Calif., Sept. 7, 2021. Photo by Army Sgt. Yesenia Barajas
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Climate Security 
Risk Pathways
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RISK PATHWAYS

● Critical infrastructure & military 
readiness

● State fragility and conflict risk

● Competition between & among 
states

FRAMING CLIMATE SECURITY

● Wrong: 
Rack & Stack; All or Nothing

● Right: 
Systemic Risk; Structural Force

● Opportunities as well as risks
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Military Response

Military Deployments in Response to Climate Hazards: 
September 2022-March 2023

● Damage to facilities
● Threats to readiness
● Risk of exacerbating 

tensions
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Climate Change & 
Geopolitics

● Competition in new frontiers

● No set rules of the road

● Relations with allies & partners

● Leadership in developing world
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A Climate-Strong National 
Security Approach
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Key Workforce Issues

● Scientific & data literacy

● Mainstream, not siloed, approach

● Leverage predictive capabilities 
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Whole of Government Approach

● Investments across the 3 Ds – Development, 
Diplomacy and Defense

● Stronger partnerships between national security 
agencies and scientific agencies

● Stronger partnerships between federal national 
security community and state/local governments
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Questions?
Erin Sikorsky
Director, Center for Climate and Security

esikorsky@csrisks.org 
twitter: @CntrClimSec @ErinSikorsky
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