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Who is Gen-Z?
The Emerging 'It' Generation

• Ages 14-25

• 30% of the global 
population (WE Forum)

• $360 billion in spending 
power (Bloomberg)

• 8% of the electorate in 
2020 (Pew Research)
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Who is Gen-Z?
The Emerging 'It' Generation

• Digital native, 
hypercognitive generation

• Grew up in an age of 
scientific consensus on 
climate change

• Believe in dialogue as a 
conflict resolution and 
change mechanism 
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The Digitization of Climate Discourse
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Source: Vice

Who has access 
rights to beautiful 
places? 

• Locals relocated to climate-
risk areas

• Indigenous Peoples 
Represent 4.2% of 
those displaced but make up 
1.6% of the population

• Gen-Z and climate 
displacement media: are 
pursuits of justice for the 
displaced generational?
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Across Party Lines, Gen-Z Demands Climate 
Action

Source: Sharon Udasin
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Gen-Z Sees Climate Change Through the Lens of 
Environmental Justice

Racism and social justice issues are a top concern for Gen-Z 
(62%) just ahead of environmental and climate change issues 
(47%)(Blue Shield of California)
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Gen-Z and Sources of Climate Knowledge
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• Based in climate science 

and learned through formal 

education e.g., IPCC

• Understands climate in a 

scientific, objective 

contexts

• Acquires knowledge of the 

natural environment throug

h hypothesis, theories, and 

models

Traditional Sources

• Based in collective social 

and cultural knowledge 

e.g., Indigenous wisdom

• Understands climate 

through an intersectional 

context

• Achieves connectedness 

with nature through 

deliberate environmental 

behavior

Scientific Sources
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Meet the Student Leaders Behind Environmental 
Initiatives on University Campuses
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"Communication 

[about climate change 

issues] is more 

intersectional. We're 

not just burning fossil 

fuels, we're burning 

fossil fuels that impact 

certain communities."

U-M '22, Student Sustainability 
Coalition Leader
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Priorities Vary for Youth Environmental Leaders

If student leaders could act on a single environmental issue 
tomorrow, it would be...
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"Expanding 

renewable energy 

infrastructure and 

better public 

transportation."

"Gen-Z are 

incredibly passionate about 

environmental issues and 

others as well who are 

often marginalized or 

excluded from having a say 

in political elections...[I 

would] address voter 

disenfranchisement."

"A focus on job creation...from 

the more immediate 

understanding of job creation 

in renewable energy but also in 

a broader perspective of how 

things like the care economy 

and the education sector 

represent crucial, low-carbon 

economic sectors for society."



11

A New Communications Framework for Climate 
Discourse

1. Identify how media narratives around climate change may or may 
not play into generational preferences for discourse

2. Explore digital narratives of climate change 

3. Know Gen-Z's priority concerns (social justice and racism)

4. Deepen awareness of new and traditional knowledge forms

5. Anticipate differences among specific climate actions within Gen-Z
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