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Climate 
Change



Climate Change 
impacts EPA’s ability to 
fulfill is mission



and it impacts the Air, Land, Water, 
and People EPA Protects



Diverse impacts across the US



Tackling the 
Climate 
Crisis:  
A Whole-of-
Government 
Approach

• President Biden issued Executive Order 14008 on 
Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad

• 3 major areas focus: 

• Climate Mitigation

• Climate Adaptation

• Securing Environmental Justice

Requires:

• Policy Statement on Climate Change Adaptation

• Climate Adaptation Action Plan



Directives from EPA Administrator Michael Regan, May 2021.

“Integrate climate adaptation planning into EPA programs, policies and 
rulemaking processes”

“Consult and partner with states, tribes, territories, local governments, 
environmental justice organizations, community groups, businesses, and 
other federal agencies to strengthen adaptive capacity and increase the 
resilience of the nation, with a particular focus on advancing 
environmental justice.”



As part of the whole-of-
government approach

Transformational 
Action



5 Key 
Actions

Internal transformation of program activities

Assisting partners to take action

Ensuring our facilities and workforce are resilient

Measure progress

Effective science



EPA 2022-2026 
Strategic Plan

• Implement all actions in EPA’s 
Climate Adaptation Action Plan 
and Implementation Plans

• Assist states, Tribes, territories, 
local governments, and 
communities, especially those 
disproportionally impacted by 
climate change, to take action to
anticipate, prepare, adapt to, and 
recover from the impacts of 
climate change.



Building 
Adaptive 
Capacity

We are committed to building and strengthening 
the adaptive capacity of our partners through the 
provision of:

➢Training:  increasing awareness of ways climate 
change may affect their ability to implement 
effective programs

➢Tools:  providing necessary data, information 
and tools

➢Technical assistance:  working with states, 
tribes, territories, local governments, and 
businesses to help develop and implement 
locally-led plans

➢Financial incentives:  supporting climate-
resilient investments in communities across the 
country



Tailored Information in 
available now



Rising to the challenge of sea level rise



Planning for more severe weather



Preparing for drought.



Missouri 
River Basin



Preparing for longer, more 
intense fire seasons



Science 
Informed 
Decision 
Making
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Science Needs Identified in Implementation Plans

Water Waste Air Chemicals Multiple



Climate Justice

“The impacts of climate change that we are feeling today, from 
extreme heat to flooding to severe storms, are expected to get 
worse, and people least able to prepare and cope are 
disproportionately exposed,” EPA Administrator Michael S. 
Regan, Sept 2021
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